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FUNCTIONAL LITERACY

• A term initially defined for UNESCO by William S. Gray (1956) as the 
ability of adults to ‘meet independently the reading and writing 
demands placed on them’. 

• The right-to-read movements of the 1970s in Britain characterized 
functional literacy as the ability to: (1) read well enough to perform 
job activities successfully, and (2) understand printed messages. 

ГОРОДСКОЙ МЕТОДИЧЕСКИЙ ЦЕНТР mosmetod.ru



FUNCTIONAL LITERACY

•The acquisition of __________verbal, cognitive, 
and ____________skills to accomplish ________ 
tasks in culturally _______settings.

computational                           practical 
specific appropriate                               
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FUNCTIONAL LITERACY

•The acquisition of appropriate verbal, cognitive, 
and computational skills to accomplish practical
tasks in culturally specific settings.
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SAMPLE TASKS
Question 1: Metrotransit

• From which Metrotransit station is it possible to take 
both intercity buses and intercity trains?

Question 2: Metrotransit

• If you are at Zoo Station and you want to go to Stone 
Bridge Station, at which station would you change 
lines?

A. Town Hall         C. Bayside

B. Riverside          D. Old Quay

Question 2: Metrotransit

• You need to find the shortest route by underground 
rail from Sato Station to Forest Station. Draw on the 
map the route that you would take.
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African Trek
The northern Drakensberg trek: South Africa / Lesotho
Fact file 

OVERVIEW 

• The Northern Drakensberg Trek involves crossing the northern Drakensberg escarpment at high altitudes. The 
route, which is approximately 40 miles (65km) long, straddles the border between South Africa and Lesotho, taking 
5 strenuous days to complete. The Trek is filled with highlights, including breathtaking views over the Amphitheatre 
to the Devil’s Tooth as you make your way to the Chain Ladder, and sunrise seen from Mponjwane, which is well 
worth setting your alarm for. 

• Start: The Sentinel car park, Royal Natal National Park. 

• Finish: The Cathedral Peak Hotel. 

• Difficulty and Altitude: This is a high-mountain walk in one of the most remote areas of the Drakensberg Range. 
The going can be quite tough and the days long. Good navigation skills are essential for safe crossing. 

TIMING AND SEASONALITY 

• Best Months to Visit: April, May, June or September, October, November. 

• Climate: Summers in the Drakensberg can be very hot and very wet. The winters are much drier, but there is 
always a chance of precipitation, which will probably take the form of snow on the high ground. In spring and 
autumn the daytime temperatures are ideal (between 60°F/15°C and 70°F/20°C), but at night will frequently drop 
below freezing point.
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Question 1: African Trek

At what altitude is the Sentinel Car Park? Give your answer in feet and 
metres. 

........................................................... Feet

........................................................ metres 
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Question 2: African Trek
According to the information provided, where would you stay after the 
second day of walking? 

A. At the Sentinel Car Park. 

B. At Ifidi Cave. 

C. At Rwanqa Cave. 

D. At Mponjwane Cave. 

E. At Twins Cave. 

F. At the Cathedral Peak Hotel.
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Question 3: African Trek

Which day of the trek do you think would be the most difficult? Use the 
information provided to give a reason to support your answer.

..................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................

• Day 1. It’s uphill all the way.

• Day 2. For me, to go up, then down, then up, then down is worse than 
consistently going up or down.

• Day 3. There’s a horrible peak.

• Day 4. That peak looks pretty harsh.

• Day 5. It’s downhill all the way.
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Question 4: African Trek

On the morning of which day of the trek would you see the sunrise 
mentioned in the overview? 

A. Day 1. 

B. Day 2. 

C. Day 3. 

D. Day 4. 

E. Day 5.
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Tall Buildings

“Tall buildings” is an article from a Norwegian magazine published in 
2006.
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Question 1: Tall buildings

When the magazine article was published, which of the buildings in 
Figure 2 was the tallest completed building?
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The CN Tower



Question 2: Tall Buildings 
What kind of information does Figure 1 provide? 

A. A comparison of the heights of different buildings. 

B. The total number of buildings in different cities. 

C. The number of buildings above a certain height in various cities. 

D. Information about styles of buildings in different cities.
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Question 3: Tall Buildings 

The Radisson SAS Plaza in Oslo, Norway is only 117 metres tall. Why 
has it been included in Figure 2?
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Question 4: Tall Buildings 
Suppose that information about tall buildings was presented again in 
an article like this in twenty years’ time. Listed below are two features 
of the original article. Show whether or not these features are likely to 
change in twenty years’ time, by circling either “Yes” or “No” in the 
table below. 

Feature of Article Is it likely to change in 
twenty years?

The title of Figure 2. Yes / No 

The numbers of buildings shown in 
Figure 1.

Yes / No
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Sample questions from

PISA reading tests
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Making PISA assignments



KEYWORD

e.g. Favourite subject diagram

TYPE
Infographics
Timetable
Poster
Receipt
Chart
Diagram
Map…

School
Weather
The UK
Free time
Hobby
Sport
…





Look

and say

What’s the diagram about?

Who answered the question?

What’s the subject most students like?

Which subject is favourite for 12% of the students?

Which subject is favourite for 3% of the students?

How many people like Art?

The UK students, 2017

What’s your favourite subject at school?



Look

and say

What’s the diagram about?

Who answered the question?

What’s the subject most students like?

Which subject is favourite for 12% of the students?

Which subject is favourite for 3% of the students?

How many people like Art?

The UK students, 2017

What’s your favourite subject at school?
KEYS



Look

and ask as many 

questions 

as you can.

Your partner 

should answer.

2 min 0 min



Which grammar

and vocabulary

can be 

practised?



Look

and ask as many 

questions 

as you can.

Your partner 

should answer.



Read

and answer:
 What can you take on board?

 How much water can each bottle 

contain?

 How many transparent bags can you 

carry with you?

 What mustn’t you take on board?

 Can you carry an open bag with 

containers?



English + Geography 



Look and answer:

Where is Ghana on the maps?

Which continent is it in?

What’s the capital of Ghana?

Along what ocean is it located?

What is the name of a large lake 

in Ghana?



Look and say

Where is Bangladesh?

How many people live there?

Is it a young or old nation? 

Why?

What language do they speak?

When did Bangladesh become 

independent from Pakistan?



English + Social Studies



Read

and answer:
What can you take on board?

How much water can each bottle 

contain?

How many transparent bags can 

you carry with you?

What mustn’t you take on board?

Can you carry an open bag with 

containers?



English + Music



Look at the posters and say:

What’s the name of the contest? 

What’s the prize fund?

What’s the Grand Prize?

Who can receive 1000$?



Making a PISA assignment:

What is the topic?

What is the level of the group?

Which type of non-linear text is OK?

Find and save a good picture.

Make  6 - 8 questions.

Design a slide.



You will be given

a topic, a level and a type of graphics.

In groups make a PISA assignment 

and present it to your colleagues.



5 groups



Making a PISA assignment:

Mind the topic, level and type given!

Find and save a good picture.

Make 5-6 questions.

Design a slide, if possible.

5 min 0 min


